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UM HOMECOMING 1997 PROMISES PLENTY OF ACTION
MISSOULA An alumnus with a voice familiar to many Montanans will welcome University o f Montana
friends and graduates back to campus during Homecoming’s traditional Singing on the Steps ceremony
Friday, Sept. 26.
William Marcus, director of UM ’s Broadcast Media Center and a UM graduate himself, will
serve as master of ceremonies for the 7:30 p m. celebration. Marcus is known throughout the state for
his years as an announcer on KUFM radio and as host o f the popular, award-winning “Backroads o f
Montana” television documentary series. Marcus oversees the operation o f the public radio and
television stations based on campus.
This year’s Homecoming theme, “Lights! Camera! Action!” focuses in part on KUFM-TV,
Montana Public Television, which officially came on the air in Missoula in January. The theme also
celebrates the renovation of the University Theatre and the creation of UM’s student-run radio station,
KBGA.
Nancy Cooper, a member of UM’s music faculty, will play a 7 p.m. Friday concert on Main
Hall’s carillon as visitors gather on the Oval for Singing on the Steps. The 7:30 p.m. event will feature a
pep rally with the marching band, football players and Grizzly head coach Mick Dennehy; presentation
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of the 1997 Distinguished Alumni Awards; crowning of the Homecoming royalty; and lighting of the M.
The alumni mixer will start at 9 p.m. at the Holiday Inn and will feature music by the Alumni Jazz Band.
Admission is free; a no-host bar will be offered.
Homecoming events officially kick off Friday with campus open houses throughout the day and
a barbecue on the Oval at 11.45 a m. Cost of the lunch, catered by UM’s Dining Services, is $6 per
person. Friends of the Mansfield Library will sponsor its semiannual book sale from 10 a m. to 3 p.m.
on the mall outside the library.
At 2 p.m. the University will dedicate its tennis courts on the north side o f the University Center
to the memory of Robert Lindsay, a longtime UM history professor who served as the faculty
representative to the National Collegiate Athletic Association before his death in September 1995. The
courts will be named the Robert Lindsay Tennis Center.
Homecoming activities will continue Saturday with the Homecoming parade at 10 a m. The
parade will travel south on Higgins Avenue, then east on University Avenue to Helen Avenue. This
year’s parade marshals will be the ever-popular Alumni Band. President George Dennison and his wife,
Jane, are honorary parade marshals.
The Big Sky Conference defending champion Montana Grizzlies will battle the Sacramento
State Hornets at 1:05 p.m. Saturday in the Homecoming game.
Homecoming 1997 will end with a bang at 9:15 p. m. Saturday, when Southgate Mall, a major
sponsor of this year’s celebration, presents a public fireworks display in the Bob W ard’s parking lot.
Other Homecoming highlights include:
■

Homecoming Art Fair: 10 a m. to 6 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, University Center atrium;
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■

School of Journalism open house: 10 a m Friday,

■

Departmental open houses: 2 p m Friday;

■

School of Pharmacy open house: 3 p m Friday;

■

School of Fine Arts open house: 4 p m Friday to honor Dee Daniels, 1997 Distinguished
Alumni Award winner;

■

Gallagher Building open house: 4 p m , Friday to honor John Connors and Bill McGlynn, two
business school graduates and 1997 Distinguished Alumni Award winners, and all HewlettPackard and Microsoft employees who are UM alumni,

■

Tailgate parties: noon Saturday, north side o f Washington-Grizzly Stadium
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